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and open to the commercial flags of all countries. Tsarist Russia lost
its dominant position in international politics.

The Causes of Russia's Defeat in the Crimean War. Russia's
losses in the Crimean War were tremendous. Military expenditures too
were very great, and the devastation wrought by the war was consider^
able. Russia's foreign trade dropped to almost one-fourth. Agricul-
ture and industry were disorganized.

The defeat of tsarist Russia in the Crimean War was due to deep,
lying economic causes. According to Marx and Engels the Crimean War
was a hopeless struggle of a nation with a backward mode of production
against nations with more progressive forms of social and economic
relations.'War brought to light the superiority of capitalism over the
feudal-serf system.

Tsarism lost the Crimean War because of Russia's economic,
political and military backwardness. At the outbreak of the Crimean
War neither Russia nor the allies were prepared for war. By the spring
of 1855 the allies had already reorganized their forces, whereas disorgan-
ization in the Russian army proceeded from bad to worse. Tsarist
Russia did not possess an adequate war industry, The armament
factory built in Kerch in the 'forties was at a standstill. The projected
iron foundry in Moscow had not even been started. The Kamensk War
Works in the Urals produced cannon which blew up during tests.

Russia had practically no railways at the time of the Crimean War.
Transportation was effected by horse-drawn carts requisitioned from,
the peasants. It took months to deliver grain to Sevastopol from Pere-
kop. The allies, on the other hand, laid a railway line from.Balaklava
to Sevastopol and thus ensured the swift transportation of troops and
supplies.

Russian armament too was inferior to that of the allies. Russian
soldiers used firelocks with an effective range of 600 paces. To reload
his gun (through the muzzle) the soldier had to stand upright. The
cannon could fixe grapeshot at 300 paces and cannon balls at 600 paces.
The internarorganization of the army in Nicholas' days was also far
Behind the times. The recruits had their heads shaven and were escorted
to their military unit like convicts. The term of military service was 25
years. The soldier was given a furlough and could visit his family
only after he had served 15 years. The regiments were unwieldy and
ill-fit for military operations. Whereas the allied armies had already
introduced extended order, the tsarist army still went into battle in,
serried columns, presenting an easy target to the enemy guns.

The Crimean War was waged at a time when the administration and
leadership of the Russian army was in an appalling state of internal
disorganization. The bureaucratic military machine issued contradic-
tory commands. The troops in the Crimea did not even have maps or
plans. Corruption, peculation, outright plundering of army rations and